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recruitment of sympathetic Americans in Canada.
But the fighting on the Marne checked the German
rush, while some of its momentum was diverted to
resist the Russians in the east. (Small wonder that
anxious watchers in London were profoundly
grateful to the Czar's armies; and their gratitude
was not easy to forget in later years, when Czar,
officers, and army were all submerged in the grey
tide of revolution.) The fighting in the west was
stabilised along the Aisne; and Mr. Churchill paid
his first visit to headquarters. He was a welcome
visitor, and his friendship with Sir John French
might enable him to be of service as an interpreter
between the soldiers and the Cabinet. He always
liked to see things for himself and watched the
shelling near Soissons. But his real business was to
discuss the transfer of the Expeditionary Force to a
sector nearer the Belgian coast. They were in full
agreement, though he was out of sympathy with the
prevailing optimism of headquarters as to the dura-
tion of the war. For the visitor from London,
fresh from Kitchener's long-sighted preparations,
was out of harmony with Henry Wilson, who had been
expecting until quite recently to be in the Rhineland
" in four weeks " and was still under the impression
that the war would be over before Kitchener could
raise and train his armies. In this buoyant mood
he naturally found Mr. Churchill's views " such
nonsense . . . that I got to grips at once." A few
weeks later the First Lord was back again on the
same errand in an effort to reduce the slowly widen-
ing breach between Lord Kitchener and Sir John
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